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 تجريدية  فكرة

 

     

     

 بسم هللا الّرمحن الّرحيم    
القائل يف حمكم كتابه وآايت    العامل العليم  احلمد هلل تعاىل

ُ۟وِل   ل ـ  اي ٰـَت     ذ َِٰلك    ِف   ِإن  ﴿تنزيله   والصَّالة    ﴾ٱلنـُّه ىَٰ   ّلِّ
القائل:   األمي  النَّبيِّ  حممَّد  سييِّدان  على  رُِفع  "والسَّالم 

الن ائِِم   و ع ْن  يـ بْـُلغ   الص ِغرِي ح َّت   ع ْن  ث ة   ث َل  ع ْن  اْلق ل ُم 
ْيِقظ  و ع ْن اْلُمص اِب ح َّت  يُْكش ف  ع ْنهُ ح َّت    ؛ " ي ْستـ 

 أما بعد: 
  إل  ةومقبول ةصاحل   هاكل و  أركان  مخسة  على  اإلسالم بين
  يسميه   ،هادائأل  الكاملة  القدرةعلى    العامل  كان   إذا

أي غري   مكلفا  يكن  مل  ومن".  التكليف  احلكم"  الفقهاء
من هذه    عن استعمال  عاجزا   شرعب  اعترب  فقد  ،مكلف
 .  نون اجملك  األركان 

  هذا   مثل  على  يركز  هذا دراستنا  موضوع  فإن   وابلتايل،
  وأثر   "اخلرف"   يسمى  تنكسي  مرض  من  يعاين  الذي  املرء
  تعاىل   هللا  نسأل.  هللا  شاء  إن   الشرع  حكم  يف  املرض  هذا

 . والسداد  التوفيق
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Abstract 

 

     

     

 بسم هللا الّرمحن الّرحيم    
All Praise be to Allah the Almighty, the 

all-Knowledgeable who said in His 

revealed Book: ﴾ Surely, in this there are 

signs for the people of understanding.   ﴿ ; 

and Peace and Blessings of Allah be 

upon our Master, the final Prophet 

Mohammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) who said: “The Pen 

has been lifted from three: from the 

child until he reaches puberty, from the 

sleeper until he wakes up and from the 

insane until he regains his sanity.” 

 

Then, Islam is built on five pillars, all of 

them are valid and acceptable, unless 

the Muslim is fully capable of 

performing them. The jurists name it as 

“al-Hukm al-Taklīfī.” Whoever is not 

Mukallaf is considered as legally 

incapable in view of Shariʿah so not 

subjected to hold upon these pillars. 

Hence, the subject of our study focuses 

on the topic Ghair Mukallaf and 

specially focusing on Muslims suffering 

from a degenerative disease called 

“Dementia” and the impact of this 

disease on the rule of Sharia, Inshā’a 

Allah.  

I ask Allah هلالج لج success and rectitude. 
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Introduction 
 

All praise is to Allah هلالج لج, the Supreme, the Almighty, the All-Knowledgeable 
who has created the human being and gifted him the “brainpower” so that he can 
ponder then surrender and may Allah’s peace and blessing be upon our Master, our 
Beloved, our Role model, the final Prophet Mohammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص and his family, his 
Companions, and his followers.  

 

Life is a gift from Allah هلالج لج and every moment of it is an important milestone for each 
of us.  

Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur’an: 

َنَ إِن ََ  ُُۗيْيِيُكمَْ ُثم ََ ُُيِيتُُكمَْ ُثم ََ أَْحيَاُكمََْ ٱل َِذى َ َوُهوََ﴿ ـٰ نَس  َ(66 - احلج) ﴾لََكُفورَ َ ٱْْلِ
 

“And He is the One who gave life to you, then He brings death to you, 
then He will give you life (again). Surely, man is very ungrateful.” 

 

Every single minute of it needs to be assessed and precisely worked on to ensure the 
success in this world and the Hereafter. Because it is indeed recorded as Allah هلالج لج 
says: 

﴿ َ ء َ َوكُل َ هَُ ََشْ ـٰ َ بًا أَْحَصيْن ـٰ  َ(29 - النبأ) ﴾ِكتَ
 

“And everything (from their deeds) is thoroughly recorded by Us in 
writing.” 

 

It is reported in an agreed upon (i.e., muttafaqun ʿalayhi) Hadith narrated by 
Sayyiduna ʿAbdullah ibn ʿAbbās ( رضي هللا عنهما) that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  

 

 والسيِّيئاتي  احلسناتي  كهتهبه   اّللَّه  إينَّ 
 

“Allah records the virtuous deeds and the evil deeds.” (Mishkat al-Masabih, 
Hadith 2374) 
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Nevertheless, one should not feel overwhelmed nor depressed in knowing that all 
actions are recorded and that Allah هلالج لج is watchful over us. Indeed, the Messenger of 
Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) continued in the above Hadith as follows:  

 

هسهنهة   ههمَّ  فهمهن   ت هب ههها   ي هع مهل هها ف هلهم   ِبي ت هب ههها  بعملها هم فهإين كهاميلهة  حهسهنهة عندههه  لهه  اّللَّه  كه   اّللَّه  كه
ره  عين دههه  لههه  ع ف   سهب عيميائهةي  إيىله  حهسهنهات   عهش    ف هلهم   بسيئة ههمَّ  وهمهن   كهثيريهة    أهض عهاف   إيىله  ضي

ت هب ههها  ي هع مهل هها  دهة  سهيِّيئهة لههه  هللا  كتبهها  بعملها هم ههوه  فهإين كهاميلهة    حهسهنهة   عين دههه  اّللَّه  كه  وهاحي
 

“If anyone intends to do a good deed but does not do it, Allah enters it for 
him in His record as a complete good deed: and if he intends to do a 
good deed and does it, Allah enters it for him in His record as ten to 
seven hundred and many more times as much. If anyone intends to do 
an evil deed and does not do it, Allah enters it for him in His record as a 
complete good deed; but if he intends to do it and does it, Allah records 
it for him as one evil deed.” (Mishkat al-Masabih, Hadith 2374) 

 

As such Allah هلالج لج says:  

َُ يُِريدَُ ﴿ ُنَ َوُخلِقََ  ۚعَنُكمَْ ُُيَف َِفَ أََن ٱلل َ ـٰ نَس  َ(28 َ- النساء) ﴾َضِعيفًا ٱْْلِ
“Allah intends to make things easy on you. And man has been created 
weak.” 

 

All praise to Allah هلالج لج for His bounty and generosity.  

 

Naturally, the question arises what about a person who is not in his full mental 
capacity because he has not yet reached maturity (i.e., al-Bulūgh) or insane? 

Our Beloved Nabi (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) had answered this in the following Hadith narrated by 
Sayyiduna ʿAli (رضي هللا عنه) that He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:  

 

ت هي قيظه  حهّتَّ  النَّائيمي  عهني  ثهالهثهة   عهن   ال قهلهمه  رهفيعه  ِّي  وهعهني  يهس  بَّ  حهّتَّ  الصَّبي  ي هع قيله  حهّتَّ  ال مهع تهوهي  وهعهني  يهشي
 

“The pen has been lifted from three; for the sleeping person until he 
awakens, for the boy until he becomes a young man and for the mentally 
insane until he regains sanity.” (Jamiʿ at-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1423) 
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Now, what about one suffering from Dementia, Alzheimer? Is he affected by the 
above Hadith? What is the Islamic ruling upon such person? 

Well, this research paper will try to answer these questions, in shā Allah. 
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Dementia, A Degenerative Disease 
 

a. Definition 
 

Dementia is an umbrella term for a range of chronic or progressive 
medical conditions that affect the brain and its cognitive function (i.e., 
capability to process thought). 
Each type of dementia stops a person’s brain cells (neurons) working properly 
in specific areas. Hence, it affects memory, thinking, orientation, 
comprehension, calculation, learning capacity, language, and judgement but 
the consciousness is not affected. 
 
Doctors typically use the word ‘‘dementia’’ to describe common symptoms – 
such as memory loss, confusion, and problems with speech and 
understanding – that get worse over time. 
 
Dementia can affect a person at any age but it’s more common in people over 
the age of 65. 
 
There are over 200 subtypes of dementia, and they are the result of injuries 
that primarily or secondarily affect the brain, such as Alzheimer's disease or 
stroke. The most common are Alzheimer’s disease, vascular dementia, Lewy 
body dementia, frontotemporal dementia, and mixed dementia. 
 

 
Figure 1 Dementia: an umbrella term 
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1. What Is Alzheimer’s Disease? 

Alzheimer's is a type of dementia that affects memory, thinking and 
behavior which is caused by complex brain changes following cell damage. 
Alzheimer's is the most common cause of dementia, a general term for 
memory loss and other cognitive abilities serious enough to interfere with 
daily life. 
Alzheimer's disease accounts for 60-80% of dementia cases. 
 

 
Figure 2 Dementia vs. Alzheimer’s Disease 

 

b. Symptoms 
 

Just like the rest of our bodies, our brains change as we age. Most of us 
eventually notice some slowed thinking and occasional problems with 
remembering certain things. However, serious memory loss, confusion, and 
other major changes in the way our minds work may be a sign that brain cells 
are failing.  
 
Alzheimer's is not a normal part of aging. The greatest known risk factor is 
increasing age, and the majority of people with Alzheimer's are 65 and older 
but it can affect the younger one as well. 
 
The most common early symptom of Alzheimer's is indeed difficulty 
remembering newly learned information as it typically begins in the part of 
the brain that affects learning. 
 
As Alzheimer's advances through the brain, it leads to increasingly severe 
symptoms, including disorientation, mood, and behavior changes; deepening 
confusion about events, time, and place; unfounded suspicions about family, 
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friends, and professional caregivers; more serious memory loss and behavior 
changes; and difficulty speaking, swallowing, and walking. 
 
 

 
Figure 3 Alzheimer's effect on a brain 

 
Nevertheless, the cognitive decline that accompanies its conditions does not 
happen all at once and the progression of dementia can be divided into seven 
distinct, identifiable levels. They are grouped here into 3 main stages:  
 

 
Figure 4 Symptom levels and stages 
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As a conclusion, people with one or more of these 10 warning signs should 
see a doctor to find the root cause.  
As early diagnosis will give them an opportunity to seek treatment and plan 
for the future. 
 

1. The 10 Warning Signs Of Alzheimer’s 

The early diagnosis is a crucial milestone to contain the effect of the 
disease. In order to ensure an efficient detection of it, it is important to 
know the signs that indicate a potential beginning stage of the disease. 
These 10 warning signs as generally agreed are the following:  
 
1. Memory loss that disrupts daily life: forgetting events, repeating 

yourself or relying on more aids to help you remember (like sticky 
notes or reminders). 
 

2. Challenges in planning or solving problems: having trouble paying bills 
or cooking recipes you have used for years. 
 

3. Difficulty completing familiar tasks at home, at work, or at leisure: 
having problems with cooking, driving places, using a cell phone, or 
shopping. 
 

4. Confusion with time or place: having trouble understanding an event 
that is happening later or losing track of dates. 
 

5. Trouble understanding visual images and spatial relations: having 
more difficulty with balance or judging distance, tripping over things 
at home, or spilling or dropping things more often. 
 

6. New problems with words in speaking or writing: having trouble 
following or joining a conversation or struggling to find a word you are 
looking for (saying “that thing on your wrist that tells time” instead of 
“watch”). 
 

7. Misplacing things and losing the ability to retrace steps: placing car 
keys in the washer or dryer or not being able to retrace steps to find 
something. 
 

8. Decreased or poor judgment: being a victim of a scam, not managing 
money well, paying less attention to hygiene, or having trouble taking 
care of a pet. 
 

9. Withdrawal from work or social activities: not wanting to go to 
activities as one usually do, not being able to follow normal task or 
keep up with what’s happening. 
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10. Changes in mood and personality: getting easily upset in common 
situations or being fearful or suspicious. 

 

 
Figure 5 Early 10 signs 

 

2. What Causes Alzheimer's Disease? 

 Scientists do not yet fully understand what causes Alzheimer's disease 
in most people. The causes probably include a combination of age-related 
changes in the brain, along with genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors. 
The importance of any one of these factors in increasing or decreasing the risk 
of Alzheimer's disease may differ from person to person. 
 
Alzheimer's disease is a progressive brain disease as mentioned before. It is 
characterized by changes in the brain that result in loss of neurons and their 
connections. These and other changes affect a person’s ability to remember 
and think and, eventually, to live independently. 
 
So, it is important to be watchful and observant over the early signs and 
consult a doctor for appropriate conduct for a successful early diagnosis. 

 

c. Cure 
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Currently, there is no known cure for Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease 

as this is a degenerative and complex disease. 
 
There are some medications that may help with some of the symptoms and 
make life a little easier. These medications may also slow the progression of 
Alzheimer’s disease for a short while in some people, but it does not prevent 
or cure the condition. 
 
But there is still hope as in recent years, scientists have made tremendous 
progress in better understanding Alzheimer’s and in developing and testing 
new treatments, including several medications that are in late-stage clinical 
trials. For instance, several prescription drugs are already approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration to help manage symptoms in people with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
 

1. Risk Factors 

One of the keyway to do prevention over Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease is 
to get acquainted with the risk factors related to this disease. 
 
The important risk factors related to the disease are listed here below: 

- Old age (most important risk) 
- Genetic Predisposition (having a family history of the disease may 

mean you are more likely to develop it.) 
- Heart disease, stroke, and high blood pressure 
- Diabetes 
- Obesity 
- Etc. 
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Figure 6 Risk factors 

By knowing these risk factors, it is possible to evaluate your predisposition to 
develop Alzheimer’s disease and make lifestyle choices that reduce your risk 
factors, in shā Allah. 
 

d. Care 
 

Once the person has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease then the 
most important aspect is the caregiving. As often, the patient will be aged 
(usually above 65) therefore it is a duty for his family or any appointed 
caretaker to take in charge the need of the patient. 

 

1. Principal Goals 

The principal goals for dementia care are: 
- early diagnosis in order to promote early and optimal management 
- optimizing physical health, cognition, activity, and well-being 
- identifying, treating, and accompanying physical illness 
- understanding and managing behaviour changes 
- providing information and long-term support to carers. 

 
Thus, caregiving can be hard on the family despite the sense of great reward it 
may bring especially in the Islamic point of view.  
 
Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur’an: 
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َ َرب َُكَ َوقََضَٰ۞  ﴿ َ تَعْبُُدو ا َ أَل َ ـٰنًا َوبِٱلْوَٰلَِديِْنَ إِي َاهَُ إِّل َ َ إِم َا  َۚإِْحَس َ فَََلَ كََِلُُهَاَ أَوَْ أََحُدُُهَٓا ٱلِْكَبََ ِعنَدَكَ يَبْلُغَن َ
َُمٓا تَقُل َ ّل َ َُمَا َوقُل تَنْهَْرُُهَا َوَلَ أُف    َ(٥٦23 – اْلسراء) ﴾كَِرُيًا قَْوًلَ ّل َ

 
“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and 
do good to parents. If either of them or both reach old age, do not 
say to them 'uff (a word of anger or contempt) and do not scold 
them. And address them with respectful words,” 
 

ََ َجنَاحََ َّلَُمَا َوٱْخِفْضَ ﴿ ْْحَةََِ ِمَنَ ٱلذ ُل ِ َ َوقُل ٱلر َ ب ِ  َ(٥٦24 – اْلسراء) ﴾َصغِريًا َرب َيَاِنَ كََما ٱْرَْحْهَُما ر َ
 
“and submit yourself before them in humility out of compassion 
and say, “My Lord, be merciful to them as they have brought me up 
in my childhood.”” 
 
Thus, it is important to show mercy towards our elders especially when they 
are vulnerable and suffering from disease. 
 
The following Hadith shows clearly and confirms the above statement: 
 

، أهبي  عهن   ربهههه، طهاليب   أهبي  اب  نهةي  ههانيئي  أهمِّي  مهو ىله  مهرَّةه،  أهابه  أهنَّ  حهازيم   ههرهي  رهةه  أهبي  مهعه  رهكيبه  أهنَّهه  أهخ 
هي  إيىله  ل عهقييقي  أهر ضي   وهب هرهكهاتههه  هللاي  وهرهْح هةه  السَّالهمه  عهلهي كي  :صهو تيهي   ِبيهع لهى صهاحه  أهر ضههه  له دهخه  فهإيذها ابي
هكي  :ي هقهوله  وهب هرهكهاتههه، هللاي   وهرهْح هةه  السَّالهمه  وهعهلهي كه  :ت هقهوله  أهمَّتهاهه، ايه    صهغيري ا، رهب َّي تييني  اّللَّه  رهْحي

  كهانه   :مهوسهى قهاله  كهبيري ا  ب هرهر تهيني  كهمها   عهن كه  وهرهضييه  خهري  ا اّللَّه  فهجهزهاكه  وهأهن ته  بهينهَّ، ايه  :ف هت هقهوله 
مه  ر و ب نه  هللاي  عهب ده  :ههرهي  رهةه  أهبي  اس   .عهم 

 
Imam Abu Hāzim (رحمه هللا) reported that Imam Abu Murra (رحمه هللا), the 
mawla of Umm Hani' bint Abi Talib ( رضي هللا عنها) had told him that he rode 
with Abu Huraira (رضي هللا عنه) to his land in al-'Aqiq. When he entered his 
land, he shouted out in his loudest voice, “Peace be upon you, mother, and the 
mercy of Allah and His blessing!” She replied, “And peace be upon you and 
the mercy of Allah and His blessing.” He said, “May Allah have mercy on you 
as you raised me when I was a child.” She replied, “My son, may Allah repay 
you well and be pleased with you as you were dutiful towards me when I was 
old.” (al-Adab al-Mufrad, Hadith 14) 
 
Moreover, it is narrated by Sayyiduna ʿAbdullah bin ʿAmr (رضي هللا عنه) that 
the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 
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هونه  " مه  السَّمهاءي  يفي  مهن   ي هر ْحه كهم   األهر ضي  يفي  مهن   ار ْحههوا الرَّْح هنه  ي هر ْحههههمه  الرَّاْحي نهة   الرَّحي   شهج 
 " اّللَّه  قهطهعههه  قهطهعههها  وهمهن   اّللَّه  وهصهلههه  وهصهلههها  فهمهن   الرَّْح هني  مينه 

 
"The merciful are shown mercy by Ar-Rahman. Be merciful on the 
earth, and you will be shown mercy from Who is above the 
heavens. The womb is named after Ar-Rahman, so whoever 
connects it, Allah connects him, and whoever severs it, Allah 
severs him." (Jamiʿ at-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1924) 
 
So, it is obvious from the above that as a Muslim we should revere our elders 
and show mercy to them as commanded by Allah هلالج لج and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). 
 
Nevertheless, to continue to be a good caregiver with mercy and compassion, 
one needs to take care of himself at the same time as caregiving to the patient 
and this is also showing mercy. 
 
Therefore, one should understand the importance of care, support, and 
assistance to others and the vital need to ensure oneself to be mentally and 
physically fit for it.  
 
Whenever the caregiver feels overwhelmed, he should not hesitate to seek 
support from medical, from associative entry points or from established 
government centers, in shā Allah. 
 

 
Figure 7 Care and Prevention 

 
(Sources for chapter 2: (Alzheimer's Association) (Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention) (Dementia UK) (NHS.uk) (National Institute on Aging) (World Health 
Organization)) 
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Sanity, An Islamic View 
 

a. The Use And Definition Of Al-ʿAql 
 
A person's sanity is their ability to think and behave normally and 

reasonably according to (Collins English Dictionary). In other words, it is the 
state of having a normal healthy mind with intelligence and sound judgement 
i.e., common sense. Its synonyms are reason, rationality, stability, normality, 
saneness, and right mind. 
 
The word used in the Islamic jurisprudential corpus is “العقل” and its definition 
will be provided later. 
 

Now, the question arises on why sanity is of importance in the Islamic 
jurisprudence? Is it not that Allah هلالج لج the Almighty the Lord of the worlds and 
His commandment applicable upon all human being whether sane or insane? 
To answer these questions, it is important to look in the Qur’an, Sunnah, and 
the viewpoints of reliable scholars regarding the first two sources. 
 
Allah هلالج لج gifted the humanity with Islam, He  هلالج لج sent His message and His 

Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) to them for a unique purpose. Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy 
Qur’an: 
 

َ َخلَقُْتَ َومَا ﴿ نَسَ ٱْْلِن َ َ َوٱْْلِ  َ(٥٦56 – الذريات)  ﴾َ لِيَعْبُُدوِنَ إِل َ
 
“And I did not create the Jinns and the human beings except that 
they should worship Me.” 
 
So, the very purpose of the creation is to worship Allah هلالج لج and abide by His 

Message. Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur’an: 
 

ََ ُُتِب ُونََ ُكنتُمَْ إِن قُْلَ ﴿ َُ ُُيِْببُْكُمَ فَٱت َبُِعوِنَ ٱلل َ َُ  ُۗذنُوبَُكمَْ لَُكمَْ َويَغِْفْرَ ٱلل َ ِحيمَ  غَُفورَ َ َوٱلل َ  ٣٢ ٣٢ر َ

ََ أَِطيُعوا َ قُْلَ  ُسولََ ٱلل َ ََ فَإِن ََ تَوَل َْوا َ فَإِن  َۖوٱلر َ َ َلَ ٱلل َ ُ ِفِريَنََ ُُيِب  ـٰ  َ(32-٥٦31َ – آل عمران)   ﴾ٱلَْك
 
“Say (0 Prophet): 'If you do love Allah, follow me; Allah shall love 
you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Most-Forgiving, Very-
Merciful.” 
“Say (0 Prophet): "Obey Allah and the Messenger." Then, should 
they turn back, Allah does not love the disbelievers.” 
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In these verses, Allah هلالج لج tells those who claimed that they loved Allah and 
hoped to be loved by Him above the real criterion of His love. In other words, 
if a person living in the world of today claims that he loves his Creator and 
Master, then, he must test it on the touch-stone of his obedience to the 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). That is, to match his claim against the frequency and quality 
of where and how he has been following the Messenger ( ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص).  
The Holy Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) has said: “He who obeyed Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص obeyed Allah 
and he who disobeyed Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص disobeyed Allah.” (Maarif-ul-Quran) 
 
After having established that the obedience to Allah هلالج لج and to His Messenger 
 is a generic command that is applicable for all humankind, nevertheless (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
the above questions remain. What is here the relation between obeying Allah 
 ?and the importance of sanity (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص ) and His Messenger هلالج لج
 

In fact, if one wants to follow and adheres to some belief then one need to 
understand that belief, one needs to know its duties and rights that it 
attached to it. Moreover, one needs to be able to act upon these beliefs. The 
example of such belief in our daily life is any contract that one signs. He is 
required to understand the clauses of that contract and accept the mutual 
agreement between the signing parties. This acceptance requires that each 
party abides by the rule governed by it, upholds its duties, and guarantees its 
rights. Therefore, one would not sign such contract if he were not to be in his 
full capacity to act upon its terms and conditions. 
 
Consequently, it appears evident that the need to understand, comprehend, to 
have knowledge and ultimately, to have the ability to act upon are the pillars 
of one’s adherence and acceptance. 
 
As such, a Muslim is subjected to His Creator i.e., the Supreme Legislator and 
His legislation in the same manner that has been described above. This 
requires inherently that one has the ability to understand, in other words, he 
has a sound mind that could make him fairly judge and use his intellect to act 
upon what he has accepted as belief along with its duties and rights. 
 

If one ponders over the Qur’an al-Karim, Allah هلالج لج clearly exposes to us 
that His address is to those who comprehend i.e., those who have sound 
mind. 
Allah هلالج لج says: 
 

لَِكَ ﴿ َُ كََذٰ ِ َُ يُبَي  تِِهۦَ لَُكمَْ ٱلل َ ـٰ َ  َ(242 – البقرة)  َ﴾تَعْقِلُونَََ لَعَل َُكمََْ ءَاي
 
“This is how Allah makes His verses clear to you, that you may 
understand.” 
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لَوٰةَََ َوأَقِِمَ ﴿ ِتََ إِن ََ  ۚٱل َيِْلَ م َِنَ َوُزلَفًا ٱلن َهَارََِ َطَرَفَِ ٱلص َ ـٰ اِتَ يُْذِهْبََ ٱحْلََسنَ ي ِـ َ ِكِريَنََ ذِْكَرىََٰ ذَٰلَِكَۚۚ ََ ٱلس َ   ﴾لِلذ َٰ
 َ(٥٦114 –هود)

 
“And establish Salah at both ends of the day, and in the early hours 
of the night. Surely, good deeds erase bad deeds. That is a 
reminder for the mindful.” 
 

ـَٰبَ تَتْلُونََ َوأَنتُمَْ أَنُفَسُكمََْ َوتَنَسْونََ بِٱلِْب َِ ٱلن َاَسَ أَتَأُْمُرونََ ﴿  َ(٥٦44 – البقرة)  ﴾عْقِلُونََتَََ أَفَََلَ َ ۚٱلِْكتَ
 
“Do you bid others to righteousness while you ignore your 
ownselves, although you keep reciting the Book? Have you then no 
sense?” 
 

هََُ إِن َٓا ﴿ ـٰ َ  َ(٥٦2 – يوسَف)  ﴾تَعْقِلُونََ ل َعَل َُكمََْ عََربِي ًا قُْرءَٰنًاَ أَنَزلْن
 
“We have sent it down, an Arabic Qur'an, so that you may 
understand.” 
 

بًا إِلَيُْكمَْ أَنَزلْنَٓا لَقَدَْ ﴿ ـٰ  َ(٥٦10 –َ النبياء)  ﴾تَعْقِلُونَََ أَفَََلَۚۖ َ ذِكُْرُكمَْ فِيهَِ ِكتَ
 
“Surely, We have sent down to you a book having a good name for 
you. So, do you not understand?” 
 
And there are many verses in the Qur’an that call the creation to use his 
intellectual ability. They also remind the creation to understand their nature, 
state and recognize His Creator. 
This shows undoubtedly that sanity i.e., “العقل” is a matter of utmost 
importance, which is the basis of the law of Islam. 
 
As for the use of the word “العقل” in the Sunnah, there are many narrations 
which are highlighting the virtue of the “العقل” but the vast majority of them 
are at best very weak. Therefore, we will restrict here by establishing through 
two narrations that used the above term: 
 

، ب ني  اّللَّي  عهب دي  عهن     النِّيسهاءي  مهع شهره  ايه  " قهاله  أهنَّهه  وسلم عليه هللا صلى  اّللَّي  رهسهولي  عهن   عهمهره
ق نه  ثير نه  تهصهدَّ تيغ فهاره  وهأهك  ث هره  رهأهي  تهكهنَّ  فهإيينِّي  اليس  لي  أهك  ن  ههنَّ  ام رهأهة   ف هقهالهتي  . " النَّاري  أهه   جهز لهة    مي

ث هره  اّللَّي  رهسهوله  ايه  لهنها وهمها لي  أهك  ثير نه  " قهاله  . النَّاري  أهه  فهر نه  اللَّع نه  تهك  ريه  وهتهك   رهأهي ته  وهمها ال عهشي
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قيصهاتي  مين     ن هق صهانه  وهمها اّللَّي  رهسهوله  ايه  قهالهت   . "  مين كهنَّ  لهبِّ   ليذيي أهغ لهبه  وهديين   ع ْقل   انه
ي  فهشهههادهةه  اْلع ْقلِ  ن هق صهانه  أهمَّا " قهاله  وهالدِّييني  اْلع ْقلِ  ا رهجهل   شهههادهةه  ت هع ديله  ام رهأهتهي    ف هههذه

ه  وهَته كهثه  ال عهق لي  ن هق صهانه  ا رهمهضهانه  يفي  وهت هف طيره  تهصهلِّيي  مها اللَّيهايلي  " الدِّييني  ن هق صهانه  ف هههذه
 
It is narrated on the authority of Sayyiduna ʿAbdullah bin Umar ( رضي هللا عنهما) 
that the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) observed: “O womenfolk, you should give 
charity and ask much forgiveness for I saw you in bulk amongst the dwellers 
of Hell.” A wise lady among them said: “Why is it, Messenger of Allah, that 
our folk is in bulk in Hell?” Upon this the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) observed: “You curse 
too much and are ungrateful to your spouses. I have seen none lacking in 
common sense (i.e., “العقل”) and failing in religion but (at the same time) 
robbing the wisdom of the wise, besides you.” Upon this the woman 
remarked: “What is wrong with our common sense and with religion?” He 
(the Holy Prophet(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)) observed: “Your lack of common sense (can be well 
judged from the fact) that the evidence of two women is equal to one man, 
that is a proof of the lack of common sense, and you spend some nights (and 
days) in which you do not offer prayer and in the month of Ramadan (during 
the days) you do not observe fast, that is a failing in religion.” (Sahih Muslim) 
 

ري، َته رييه  ن هزهله : } قهاله  - عنه هللا رضى - عهمهره  وهعهن   يه  اهخل هم 
، مين  : مخه سهةي  مين   وههي  اهل عينهبي

ري، ، وهالتَّم  ره  . وهالشَّعيريي  وهاحل ين طهةي، وهال عهسهلي  رواه .صحيح - عهلهي ه مهت َّفهق  { ا ْلع ْقل   خهامهره  مها: وهاخل هم 
  (  3032)  ومسلم  ،( 5581)  البخاري

 
Sayyiduna ʿUmar (رضي هللا عنه) narrated: “When the prohibition of Khamr 
(alcoholic drinks) was revealed, it used to be made from grapes, dates, honey, 
wheat, and barley. Khamr is what shields one's mind (i.e., “العقل”)” Agreed 
upon. (Bulugh al-Maram, Book 10, Hadith 46) 
 

Now, let us come the word “العقل” which is commonly used in the Islamic 
jurisprudence in the same usage as in the Qur’an al-Karim. 
The term “العقل” is derived from the verb “ ض( عقل ـ يعقل ) ”. It means reason, 
rationality, intellect, or intelligence.  
 
Imam Ibn Al-Anbari (رحمه هللا), a famous Arabic language scholar said: 
 

 وقوهلم: رجل  عاقيل ، قال أبو بكر: فيه قولن: قال قوم: العاقل: اجلامع ألمره ولرأيه،  
 وقالوا: هو مأخوذ من قوهلم: قد عقلت الفرس: إذا مجعت قوائمه. 

 وقال آخرون: العاقل معناه يف كالم العرب: الذي حيبس نفسه ويردها عن هواها. 
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 )الزاهر يف معاين كلمات الناس( 
 
A man who is   عاقِل means: either a man who has tied up his matter (action) 
and ideas together, or it is derived from الفرس عقلت  which means: I bound the 
camel with the rope called عقال. Others said العاقل means in the tongue of the 
Arab the sane person who restrains himself and turns away from its whims. 
 
Imam Ibn al-Mandhūr ( رحمه هللا) said : 
 

 )لسان العرب(  احليوان سائر من اإلنسان يتميز به الذي التمييز هو العقل: وقيل
 
It was said: the intellect is the ability to differentiate by which a man is 
distinguished from other animals. 
 
Imam Ibn ʿUzayr al-Sijastāni (رحمه هللا) said: 
 

ا وهمن ن ليسهان اعتقل: )ق هو هلم ههذه م من وهمنع حبس، إيذا( فاله  )غريب القرآن(  .ال كهاله
 
When it is said: “ فََلن ِلَسان اعتقل ” means the act of preventing, withholding, or 
restraining something, from one’s saying. 
 
Imam Ibn al-Jawzi (رحمه هللا) said: 
 

ِّ  إيب  رهاهييم نقل د عهن احل هر بي ن  بهل بن أهْح     احملاسب احل هر ب عهن وهمثله غريزة ال عقل قهاله  أهنه حه
 )األذكياء(  نور ههوه  قهاله  أهنه أهي ضا احملاسب  عهن وروى

 
Imam Ahmad ( رحمه هللا) and al-Muhasibi (رحمه هللا) respectively described al-Aql 
as innate property (غريزة) of man, or an inborn light (نور) by which one is 
prepared to perceive things (until reach a state that able to know the 
consequence of every actions). 
 

   املعلومات  حقائق بهي هبها  يفصل ق هوَّة وه هه  آخهرهونه  وهقهاله 
هوهاز ال علم وهههوه  الضرورية ال عهلهوم  من نوع  ههوه  قوم وهقهاله   واستحالة اجلائزات ِبي

 )األذكياء( املستحيالت
 
Others have said it is a strength or power that helps to distinguish the true 
reality of knowledge. Some other have said it is one type of the axiomatic 
truth (ʿIlm al-Darūri) which is the knowledge of the permissible things and 
the impermissible things. 
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 )األذكياء( بتجريب اغتنمته لب ف هقهاله  ال عقل عهن إعراب وهسهئيله 
 
The third meaning of al-ʿAql cited by him is that which is gained through 
experience. 
 
There are many variations and use of the word “عقل” in the Arabic language. 
One can simply refer to works dedicated to Arabic literature in order to know 
more about it, in shā Allah. 
 

We will suffice with the above statements which evidently prove that 
 mostly centers on two things: firstly, the knowledge of permissibility ”العقل“
and impermissibility of things and then acting upon that knowledge; a person 
who grasped the perfectness and defectiveness of things but refused to act 
upon the knowledge acquired by him is not wise, the term “العقل” therefore 
may not completely suit him. Secondly, it implies the intellectual ability to 
comprehend evidence of factual knowledge in an information or message 
received or discovered. It is used also to distinguish wisdom from folly, which 
is the ability in man to be guided by the rule of wisdom and it is also that 
differentiating factor between a man and an animal. (The Concept of al-Aql 
(Reason) in Islam) 
 

One important side point we would like to state here is where is the place 
of seat for the “العقل”. There are divergent of opinions between Scholars of 
Islam concerning the anatomical seat of intellect. Imam Abu Hanifah (رحمه هللا) 
and his school consider brain to be centrally the organ of intellect. This is also 
one of the narrated opinion of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (رحمه هللا). Although, 
many scholars from Hanbali school of jurisprudence consider that the heart is 
the central seat of intellect. It is also the narrated view of Imam al-Shafi’I 
 (The Concept of al-Aql (Reason) in Islam) )األذكياء( .(رحمه هللا)
 
After having fully grasped the meaning and definition of the word “العقل”, let 
us now discuss the jurisprudence aspect of sanity and how it is dealt among 
the scholars of Fiqh. 
 

b. Sanity And The Legal Capacity In 

Fiqh 
 

The source of knowledge available to humans in this world is of two types: 
the first is knowledge gained through revelation (i.e., al-Qur’an and Sunnah); 
the second type is through reasoning of which evidence of knowledge is 
collected from sense of perception and empiricism. In Islam, the revealed 
knowledge is greater because it is the scale upon which the intellectual value 
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of the latter is assessed. Because for reasoning one needs the guidance of the 
teachings of the Scripture to keep it away from illusion and misguidance. 

 
Imam Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (رحمه هللا) said: 

 

  رهأهى وهإيذها ات َّب هعههه  اخل هري ه  رهأهى إيذها الَّذيي ال عهاقيله  إيَّنَّها وهالشَّرَّ  اخل هري ه  ي هع ريفه  الَّذيي ال عهاقيله  لهي سه 
ت هن هبههه  الشَّرَّ   )العقل وفضله(  .اج 

 
The reasonable person is not one who merely recognizes good and evil. 
Rather, the reasonable person is only one who follows good when he sees it 
and avoids evil when he sees it. 
 
Therefore, the scholars of Fiqh have laid down the path to let each and every 
Muslim to follow the good and refrain from evil.  
 
As such, if one looks into the books of Fiqh, one would normally and quickly 
come across the fact that each worship and action such as Salah, Zakah, Haj 
and Sawm, just to mention a few, are all valid only upon a mature, sane, and 
Muslim person. 
 

)نور اإليضاح وجناة األرواح يف  واإلسالم  – ٣ والبلوغ – ٢ العقل – ١:وجوبه وشرط
 الفقه احلنفي(

 
These prerequisites are all valid among the various schools of thoughts. 
 
This is usually termed as “ التكليفي الحكم ”. 
 
It is defined as follows: 

  ويقع اخلطاب، إليه يتوجه الذي العاقل البالغ وهو ابملكلف يتعلق التكليفي احلكم إن
 )الوجيز يف أصول الفقه اإلسالمي( التكليف عليه

 
Al-Hukm al-Taklīfī is related to the one who possesses legal capacity (al-
Mukallaf). The possessor of legal capacity is the mature, sane person to whom 
the law is intended for, and the responsibility (to act upon) is incumbent 
upon him. 
 

لي  ب هع ضه  حهدَّهه  )البحر  عهلهي هي  يهشهق   مها  فيع له  ال مهكهلَّفي  مين    ال مهكهليِّفي  إرهادهةه  ِبيهنَّهه  ال عيل مي  أهه 
  احمليط يف أصول الفقه(
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Some scholars defined it to be the Will of Legislator (i.e., al-Mukallif) to the 
subject (i.e., al-Mukallaf) to make him act upon that is testing for him. 
 
There are lengthy discussions on this subject, and we will suffice with what 
we have mentioned above in shā Allah as it fulfills the purpose. 
 
It is mentioned in the Sharḥ of al-Hidayah: 
 

  )البناية شرح اهلداية( مستحيل الوسع يف ليس ما تكليف ألن
 
That al-Taklif is (not applicable) upon actions that are impossible (to 
execute).  
This means that one who is not capable to act upon a matter that he is 
subjected to as per Shariʿāh, will not be compelled to. This is in line with what 
Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur’an: 
 

هُِدوا َ﴿ ـٰ ََِ ِفَ َوَج َ ٱلل َ يِنَ ِفَ عَلَيُْكمَْ َجعََلَ َومَا ٱْجتَبَٰىُكمََْ ُهوََ  َِۚجهَادِهِۦ َحق َ  َ(٧٨78 –احلج)  ﴾  َۚحَرجَ  ِمْنَ ٱلد ِ
 
“And struggle for (seeking the pleasure of) Allah, a struggle that is 
owed to Him. He has chosen you and did not impose any hardship 
on you in the religion” 
 
Hence, we can conclude that the matter of al-Taklif is not a matter that is 
applicable in an absolute manner, rather it is applicable according to the legal 
capacity of the person and his ability to understand and able to act upon. 
 
After having shortly developed the topic of sanity and legal capacity, now we 
will discuss the conditions related to al-Taklif, how it is derived from the 
Islamic ruling and how it is impacted by Dementia/Alzheimer’s, in shā Allah. 
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Impact On Islamic Rulings 
 

Our Lord Allah هلالج لج has created mankind on earth and sent the prophets 
and messengers to communicate them His Divine messages and His Shariʿah 
(Divine laws). Allah هلالج لج ordered them to show kindness, organize our human 
life, outline the Divine limits, and show them the straight path of guidance. So 
that, it will enable them to achieve felicity and complete success in this world 
and the Hereafter. 
 
These Divine Laws have been conveyed to mankind with various assigned 
responsibilities and duties: like the belief in Allah هلالج لج and His Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), 
to accomplish the five daily canonical Salah, to perform pilgrimage of Hajj, to 
enjoin the right and decent deeds and to forbid the wrong and indecent 
deeds, to establish justice among people, the Jihad (hard struggle in the path 
of Allah هلالج لج), to give the canonical Zakat, and so on. 
 
These Laws can only be implemented on the Muslim, sane and mature person 
as we have discussed in the previous section. So, that subjected person is 
called Mukallaf (i.e., the person subjected to the condition of al-Taklif) as set 
out by the scholars of Usul al-Fiqh in their works. 
 

The majority of scholars of Usul al-Fiqh have divided the Shariʿah into 
two categories: 
 

حلكم التكليفيا .1  (al-Hukm al-Taklīfī) 

 (al-Hukm al-Wad’ī) احلكم الوضعي .2

 
Let us discuss these two categories in details before discussing the impact of 
these terminologies for a patient suffering from dementia, in shā Allah. 
 

a. Al-Hukm Al-Taklīfī 
 
It is mentioned in )الوجيز في أصول الفقه اإلسَلمي( the following definition in 
regard to al-Hukm al-Taklifi: 
 

  األحكام ويشمل ختيري ا، أو  اقتضاء املكلف بفعل املتعلق تعاىل اّللَّ  خطاب  وهو
 والتحري والكراهة واإلابحة والندب اإلجياب وهي اخلمسة،

 
It is the address of Allah Almighty related to the act of the obligee, 
whether by necessity or by choice, and it includes the five type of Islamic 
rulings: al-Fardh/al-Wājib (i.e., the obligation), al-Nadab (i.e., the 
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recommendation, al-Mubah (i.e., the permissibility), al-Makruh (i.e., the 
dislike) and al-Haram (i.e., the prohibition). 
 
Taklif has specific conditions required of the Mukallaf so as to be 
responsible and answerable for his deeds: 
 
1. al-Bulūgh (i.e., Puberty, maturity):  

The person must reach the age of puberty, so as to be considered 
Mukallaf: So, no Taklif is assigned to the minor children in duties like 
Sawm, Hajj, Jihad, etc. But Almighty Allah has assigned the father to 
be in charge of educating and habituating them on observing the 
religious duties. He هلالج لج has charged them to guide the minors in giving 
up or abstaining from committing sins; and calling them to account 
when harms are done, or even disciplining them on doing Haram and 
destructive deeds. 
 
The minor children remain responsible nevertheless for some of his 
misbehaviors done in his minority age and will answer them after 
reaching the puberty in cases like damaging the belongings of the 
others, etc. He will have to compensate them for whatever he had 
damaged during his minority. 
 
In fact, when the minor obeys the religious commands, and abstains 
from committing sins, his deeds will be accepted, and he will be 
rewarded for them, even though he is not Mukallaf (responsible) for 
performing such deeds. This is true and valid as long as he 
comprehends the meaning of his action and intention. 
 

2. Al-ʿAql (i.e., Sanity):  
It is another condition of Taklif and responsibility. There is no Taklif 
and responsibility on the mentally ill, the mentally retarded, or the 
insane [mad] person to deal with the matters which he cannot fully 
comprehend or perceive. 
 
The insane may come to his senses on certain occasions and perceive 
or be aware of some binding duties. In this case he would be 
responsible for observing them on that occasion only. This applies also 
to the dull-witted or the mentally retarded man; when he perceives or 
fully becomes aware of them, he would be responsible for observing 
them and answerable for disobeying them. 
 

3. Al-Qudrah (i.e., Capability): 
In this regard Almighty Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur'an: 
 

َُ يُكَل ُِفَ َلَ ﴿ َ نَْفًسَا ٱلل َ   (٧٨286 –البقرة)  َ﴾  ُۚوْسعَهَا إِل َ
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"Allah does not burden any soul but to the extent of its 
capacity." 

 
This verse manifests the justice and compassion of Almighty Allah 
towards His servants, as he does not burden them above their capacity or 
capability. So, the human being is not responsible for performing any duty 
unless he possesses ability or capability for doing it.  
 
Therefore, thoughts that enter the heart without one's intention and 
control and are not translated into action, stand all excused in the sight of 
Allah Almighty. Deeds that are undertaken with choice and volition will be 
the only ones apprehended and called to account. 
 
A little detail will show that there is an outward aspect of human deeds 
which concerns what is done with the hand, head, eye, tongue, and other 
parts of the body. This is further divided into two kinds. The first reflects 
what is done with choice and volition such as, to speak by choice or to beat 
somebody by choice and this is voluntary. The second kind is involuntary, 
that which just issues forth without choice or volition, for instance, saying 
something other than what one actually intended to say, or a palsied hand 
moving unintentionally caused pain to somebody.  
 
Here everyone knows that accounting and retribution, reward and 
punishment are particularly related to voluntary deeds. As far as non-
voluntary deeds are concerned, man is neither obligated nor constrained 
therein, and certainly, there is no Thawāb (reward) or ʿAdhāb 
(punishment) on them. (Maarif-ul-Quran) 
 
Similarly, the deeds related to one's heart are also of two kinds.  
The first one is voluntary, for instance, the belief in Kufr and Shirk which 
one has implanted firmly in one's heart with intention and choice. Or the 
arrogance one assumes as a result of conscious and willful self-pride. Or 
the making of firm resolution to start drinking. 
The second kind is the non-voluntary, for instance, the entry of some evil 
thought in one's heart without volition and intention. Here too, the 
accounting, the reckoning and the reprehensibility covers voluntary deeds 
only, and does not cover non-voluntary deeds. (Maarif-ul-Quran) 
 
For instance, the sick person, whose fasting may cause him harm or 
unbearable hardship, is exempted from it. But he has to offer a ransom for 
it. In case, if he were unable to offer it, it would be remitted from him, and 
he should ask for Almighty Allah's forgiveness. And the one who is 
incapable of performing the Salat in standing position, can perform it in 
sitting position. And so, the person who has no financial or physical 
capabilities for performing the Hajj, it would not be incumbent upon him, 
and so on. 
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Sometimes it happens that man may face two binding duties at the same 
time and cannot perform both of them together. Then, he has to perform 
the more important of the two. For instance, while this person is 
performing the Salat, a fire flares up (erupts) near him. So, he has to 
undertake the more important action of the two duties. It is clear that the 
fire will cause a great damage, as burning people and precious things. Let 
us assume for example that there is nobody over there other than him to 
put out the fire. Then, he has to discontinue the Salat, and hurry up to 
extinguish the fire out. Otherwise, he should carry on his Salat. 
 

b. Al-Hukm Al-Wad’ī 
 
It is mentioned in أصول الفقه اإلسَلمي( )الوجيز في  the following definition in 
regard to al-Hukm al- Wad’i: 
 

  به مرتبط ا  وجعله تكليفي حلكم عالمة أمر جعل  اقتضى الذي تعاىل اّللَّ  خطاب  وهو
 له سبب ا بكونه

 
And it is the address of Allah Almighty which is required to follow. He 
made a matter the sign for the al-Hukm al-Taklīfī and made it related to it 
(i.e., al-Hukm al-Taklīfī) as a reason for it (i.e., al-Hukm al-Wadʿī). 
In other words, it is a declaratory law from the Legislator which enacts 
something into a cause (As-Sabab), a condition (Ash-Shart) or a hindrance 
(Al-Maniʿ) to something else. 
 
An example of the declaratory law which consists of a cause is the Qur'anic 
statement on the punishment of adultery, which enacts the act of adultery 
itself as the cause of its punishment (Surah al-Baqarah, 2:24). 
 
An example of the declaratory law which consists of a condition is the 
Qur'anic' text on the pilgrimage of hajj: 'Pilgrimage is a duty owed to Allah 
Almighty by people who can manage to make the journey' (Surah Al-
Imran, 3:97). 
 
An example of the declaratory law which consists of a condition is the 
Hadith text on Nikāh without witness: 'there is no Nikāh without two 
witnesses'. (Sunan Abu Dawud, Hadith 2079). 
 
Finally, an example of a declaratory law consisting of a hindrance is the 
Hadith which provides that 'there shall be no bequest to an heir', (Sunan 
Abu Dawud, Hadith 2864) which obviously enacts the tie of kinship 
between the testator and the legatee into a hindrance to bequest.  
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Similarly, the Hadith which lays down the rule that 'the killer shall not 
inherit', renders killing a hindrance to inheritance. ((The Risalah of Imam 
Shafi'i, pg. 80); (Sunnah Ibn Majah, Hadith 2735)) 
 
The function of declaratory law is explanatory in relation to defining law, 
in that the former explains the component elements of the latter. The 
declaratory law thus informs us whether certain facts or event are the 
cause, condition, or hindrance in relationship to al-Hukm al-Taklīfī. 
(Declaratory Law (al-Hukm al-Wad'i)) 
 
We will suffice with the above details as our subject focus in this section is 
the al-Hukm al-Taklīfī. 
 
After having detailed the explanation of both categories of Shariʿah laws, 
let us now move to the next paragraph to expose the impact of dementia 
on the condition of al-Taklif, in shā Allah. 
 

c. Dementia And Its Impact On Taklif 
 

1. Legal Capacity (Al-Ahliyyah) 

We have discussed in the previous sections that a person who is subjected 
to the law of the Legislator is called Mukallaf. Hence, that Mukallaf is in 
fact full legal capacity to act upon these laws enacted by the Lawgivers. 
 
We have also showed the importance of being capable of understanding 
the demand that is addressed to him and the importance of 
comprehending the grounds of his responsibility (Taklif). Therefore, the 
possession of the mental faculty, sanity (i.e., al-ʿAql) is from the basic 
criterion of al-Hukm al-Taklīfī. 
 
The law is concerned by itself with the circumstances that affect the sanity 
and capacity of the individual, such as minority, insanity, duress, 
intoxication, interdiction, and mistake. 
 
As such, the legal capacity is principally divided into two types: capacity to 
receive or inhere rights and obligations, referred to as “Al-Ahliyyah Al-
Wujūb”, and capacity for the active exercise of rights and obligations, 
which is referred to as “Al-Ahliyyah Al-Ada'”. The former may be 
described as “passive legal capacity”, and the latter as “active legal 
capacity”. (The Principles of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Pg 217) 
 
Every person is endowed with legal capacity of one kind or another. 
Passive legal capacity is the ability of the individual to receive rights and 
obligations on a limited scale, whereas active legal capacity enables him to 
fulfill rights and discharge obligations, to effect valid acts and 
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transactions, and in bear full responsibility toward Allah هلالج لج (and His 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)) and his fellow human beings. (The Principles of 
Muhammadan Jurisprudence, Pg 217) 
 
The criterion of the existence of passive legal capacity is life itself, whereas 
the criterion of active legal capacity is maturity of intellect. Passive legal 
capacity is bestowed in every human being, competent or otherwise 
likewise an insane person, a foetus in the womb, a minor and a foolish 
person (i.e., al-Safih), whether in good health or in illness possess all the 
legal capacity by virtue of their dignity as human beings. 
 
Active legal capacity is only acquired through enabler conditions such as 
attaining a certain level of intellectual maturity and competence. It is 
known from the Fiqh of Muʿāmalat that only a person who understands 
his acts and his words is competent to conclude a contract, discharge an 
obligation, or be punished for violating the law. So, the Active legal 
capacity, which is the basis of al-Taklif, is founded in the capacity of the 
mind to understand and to discern and it is well illustrated in the below 
Ahadiths: 
 
It is narrated by Sayyidah Umm al-Mu’mineen ʿĀ’ishah ( رضي هللا عنها) that 
the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 
 

ثهة   عهن   اهل قهلهمه  رهفيعه  ت هي قيظه، حهّتَّ  اهلنَّائيمي  عهني : ثهاله ربهه، حهّتَّ  اهلصَّغيريي  وهعهني  يهس  نهوني  وهعهني  يهك    اهل مهج 
 .يهفييقه  أهو   ي هع قيله، حهّتَّ 

 
“There are three people from whom the pen is lifted (i.e., 
actions are not recorded), a sleeping person till he awakes, a 
child till he is a grown up, and an insane person till he is 
restored to reason or recovers his sense.” (Bulugh al-Maram, Kitab 
Nikah). 
 
It is narrated also by Sayyiduna Ali (رضي هللا عنه) that the Messenger of 
Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: 
 

ثهة   عهن   ال قهلهمه  رهفيعه  ت هي قيظه  حهّتَّ  النَّائيمي  عهني : ثهاله ِّي  وهعهني  يهس    حهّتَّ  ال مهع تهوهي  وهعهني  ي هب  لهغه  حهّتَّ  الصَّبي
 .يعقل

 
“There are three whose actions are not recorded: a sleeper till 
he awakes, a boy till he reaches puberty, and a person who is 
out of his mind (i.e., deranged) till he is restored to reason.” 
(Mishkat al-Masabih, Hadith 3287, 3288) 
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It is narrated moreover by Sayyiduna ʿAbdullah ibn ʿAbbas ( عنهما رضي هللا  ) 
that: 
 

ه  قهاله  نهونهة   عهمهره  أهتي تهشهاره  زهنهت   قهد   ِبيهج   هبيها فهمهرَّ  ت هر جهمه  أهن   عهمهره  هبيها فهأهمهره  أهانهس ا فييهها فهاس 
 ن  فهاله  بهيني  َمه نهونهةه  قهالهوا ههذيهي  شهأ نه  مها ف هقهاله  عهلهي هي  اّللَّي  ريض وهانه  طهاليب   أهبي  ب ني  عهلييِّي  عهلهى
عهوا ف هقهاله  قهاله  . ت هر جهمه  أهن   عهمهره  هبيها فهأهمهره  زهنهت   هه   ثهَّ  هبيها ار جي   أهمها ال مهؤ مينييه  أهميريه  ايه   ف هقهاله  أهَته

نهوني  عهني  ثهالهثهة   عهن   رهفيعه  قهد   ال قهلهمه  أهنَّ  عهليم ته  ت هي قيظه  حهّتَّ  النَّائيمي  وهعهني  يهرب هأه  حهّتَّ  ال مهج   يهس 
ِّي  وهعهني  له  فهمها قهاله  . ب هلهى  قهاله  ي هع قيله  حهّتَّ  الصَّبي   قهاله  . شيءه  له  قهاله  ت هر جهمه  ههذيهي  ابه

ل هها ه  فهجهعهله  قهاله  . فهأهر سهلههها قهاله  . فهأهر سي  .  يهكهربِّي
 
A lunatic woman who had committed adultery was brought to Umar. He 
consulted the people and ordered that she should be stoned.  
Ali ibn Abu Talib (رضي هللا عنه) passed by and said: “What is the matter with 
this (woman)?” They said: “This is a lunatic woman belonging to a certain 
family. She has committed adultery. Umar has given orders that she 
should be stoned.”  
He said: “Take her back.” He then came to him (i.e., Umar) and said: “O 
Commander of the Faithful, do you not know that there are three people 
whose actions are not recorded: a lunatic till he is restored to reason, a 
sleeper till he awakes, and a boy till he reaches puberty?” He said: “Yes.” 
He then asked: “Why is it that this woman is being stoned?” He said: 
“There is nothing.” He then said: “Let her go.” He (i.e., Umar) let her go 
and began to utter: “Allah is the greatest!” (Sunan Abu Dawud, Hadith 
4399) 
 
In regard to first Hadith, Imam Ibn Hajar al-Āsqalāni (رحمه هللا) quoting 
Imam Ibn Hibbān (رحمه هللا) in his book “al-Talkhees al-Habeer” said: 
 

 )التلخيص احلبري(  .اخلري فعل هلم يكتب ألنه التكليف؛ عهدم عن َماز   الرفع
 
The lift of the pen mentioned in the Hadith is in a metaphorical sense 
instead of meaning the absence of al-Taklif (i.e., responsibility) because 
the good deeds will be recorded (for them).  
 
And Imam al-Shawkāni (رحمه هللا) adds on the above statement the 
following in his book “Nayl al-Awtār”: 
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ا نهوني  يفي  وهأهمَّا ظهاهير   الصَّبييِّ  يفي  وهههذه هري    أهف  عهالههه  ت هتَّصيفه  فهاله  ال مهج    لههه، قهص ده  له  إذ   شهر ِّ  وهله  ِبي
هف  عهالي  صهوهري  مين   مين هه  وهال مهو جهوده  مه   له  األ  هنَّ  ب هع د ؛ فهفييهي  النَّائيمي  يفي  وهأهمَّا شهر ع ا، لههه  حهك   ألي

مه  فهاله  ض اأهي   مهن  تهف   قهص دههه  هف  عهالي  مين   مين هه  صهدهره  ليمها حهك    )نيل األوطار( .ن هو ميهي  حهاله  األ 
 
This (i.e., the above quote of Imam Ibn Hajar (رحمه هللا)) is from what is in 
appearance to be true for the unmature child and as for the insane, his 
acts of good and bad cannot be described as legal actions because he did 
not intend them. Thus, he is found acting but no legal incumbency is tied 
upon him. As for the sleeping one, his intention is absent as well as such 
there is no legal action for his movements while he was asleep. 
 
Imam al-Mullah Āli al-Qāri (رحمه هللا) said: 
 

 )شرح مسند أب حنيفة( .اإلث بكتابة أي ”الهقهلمه  رهفيع“
 )شرح مسند أب حنيفة( الشريف ابلشرع التكليف أي ”القلم رفع“

 
The meaning of “lift of the pen” is the lift of the pen from recording the 
bad deeds and their sins or the Taklif that is removed by the Shariʿah from 
that person. 
 
Imam Taqiyuddin al-Subki (رحمه هللا) went along and said: 
 

  مرتفع فهو: أو يبلغ، حّت مرتفعا يزال فال الصب عن القلم رفع: يقدر أن فيحتمل
 )إبراز احلكم من حديث رفع القلم( يبلغ حّت

 
It is possible to assume that “the lifting of pen” over a unmature child (i.e., 
as well as insane and sleeping person) is that the pen remains lifted until 
the person became mature (or sane or awake). 
 
In this section, a lot can be said but for the sake of being brief, we will 
suffice with the above mentioned quotes and statement which provides in 
general the overview of the matter and is enough to fulfill the need of our 
study, in shā Allah. 
 
In order to conclude our discussion, we can say that the one subjected to 
“passive legal capacity” may either be 'deficient' or 'complete'. The passive 
legal capacity of a child in the womb is incomplete in the sense that it can 
only receive certain rights, such as inheritance and bequest, but cannot 
bear any obligation toward others. The passive legal capacity is complete 
when a person can both have rights and bear obligations. This type of legal 
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capacity is acquired by every human being as of the moment of birth. 
During its infancy and later stages of childhood, a child is capable of 
discharging, albeit through his guardian, certain obligations in respect to 
maintenance for example, liability for loss (daman), or payment for 
services rendered to him. 
 
As for the one who is subjected to “active legal capacity”, three possible 
situations can be envisaged: First, a person may be totally lacking active 
legal capacity, as in the case of a child during infancy or an insane person 
of any age and since neither is endowed with the faculty of intellect, no 
legal consequences accrue from their words and acts. When a child or a 
madman kills someone or destroys the property of another person, they 
can only be held liable with reference to their property, but not to their 
persons. They cannot be subjected, for example, to retaliation, or to any 
other type of punishment. 
 
Second, a person may be partially lacking in active legal capacity. Thus, a 
discerning child (i.e., as-Sabi al- Mumayyiz), that is a child between seven 
and fifteen years of age, or a deranged person (al-Ma'tūh) who is neither 
insane nor totally lacking in intellect but whose intellect is defective and 
weak (possess a legal capacity which is deficient). Both of them possess an 
active legal capacity which is incomplete and partial. The “al-Ma'tūh” is a 
person who is noticeably defective of understanding. A foolish and 
reckless person (as-Safīh) is also regarded as being of defective legal 
capacity, in a lesser degree than the “al-Ma'tūh”. (The Principles of 
Muhammadan Jurisprudence) 
 
The discerning child and the idiot are capable only of concluding acts and 
transactions that are totally to their benefit, such as accepting a gift or 
charity, even without the permission of their guardians. But if the 
transaction in question is totally disadvantageous to them, such as giving a 
gift or making a will, or pronouncing a divorce, these are not valid at all 
even if their guardians happen to approve of them. As for transactions 
which partake in both benefit and loss, they are valid but only with the 
permission of the guardian (wali), otherwise they are null and void. 
 
Thirdly, active legal capacity is complete upon the attainment of 
intellectual maturity. Hence every major person who has acquired this 
ability is presumed to possess active legal capacity unless there is evidence 
to show that he or she is deficient of intellect or insane. 
 
Persons who are fully competent may sometimes be put under interdiction 
(i.e., al-Hajr) with a view to protecting the rights of others. A person may 
be interdicted by means of a judicial order which might restrict his powers 
to conclude certain transactions. A debtor may thus be interdicted so that 
the rights of his creditors may be protected. 
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A person in his death-illness (i.e., Marad al-Mawt) is also deficient of legal 
capacity, as severe illness and fear of imminent death affect the physical 
and mental faculties of the individual. But ordinary illness and other 
conditions which do not impair the intellectual capacity of a person have 
no bearing on his active legal capacity.  
 
This is partly why Imam Abu Hanifah (رحمه هللا) has differed with the 
majority of jurists by holding the view that foolishness (as-safahah), 
indebtedness and carelessness (al-Ghaflah), do not affect the active legal 
capacity of a person. Imam Abu Hanifah (رحمه هللا) refuses to accept these 
as proper grounds of interdiction, as in his view the benefit of interdiction 
in these cases is far outweighed by its possible harm. (The Principles of 
Muhammadan Jurisprudence),  )علم أصول الفقه( 
 

2. Verdict Of Legal Capacity On Dementia Patient 

 
The effects of dementia on a person go from mild to severe, depending on 
the stage of the disease. Also, they may vary from person to person. 
In other words, not all experience the same impact of dementia on their 
mental and physical state. 
 
We have stated in the section The 10 Warning Signs Of Alzheimer’s that 
one of the main effect is Memory loss that disrupts daily life: forgetting 
events, repeating yourself or relying on more aids to help you remember 
(like sticky notes or reminders). 
This is because dementia is caused by damage to the brain, and this 
damage can affect areas of the brain involved in creating and retrieving 
memories. 
 
Memory can be affected in different ways. These include: 

- not being able to create new memories:  
this means that recent events are not ‘recorded’ in the person’s 
memory and so cannot be recalled later. For example, the person 
may forget a conversation they have just had. 

- taking longer to retrieve information: 
this means that, even though the person is still able to recall things, 
this takes them much longer or they might need a prompt. For 
example, they might need more time to find the name for an object. 

-  not being able to retrieve information:  
this means that, even though the person may be able to create new 
memories, they are not able to access them when needed. For 
example, they may get lost in familiar surroundings or on journeys 
they have taken many times. (Dementia Symptoms: Memory loss 
and dementia) 
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Considering the effect of the dementia and our discussion on Taklif and 
legal capacity in the previous section, we can state that a patient 
diagnosed with Dementia and its subtype may be considered as “al-
Ma’tūh” or “al-Majnūn” as he lacks understanding and experiencing 
cognitive issue. 
 
The person’s passive legal capacity is not impaired but definitely his active 
legal capacity is at minimum partly impaired. This can be clearly seen 
from those suffering Alzheimer’s disease who lose their memory and are 
not able to remember faces, names of the relatives and in a greater extent, 
not able to remember the timing of Salah, the actions of Salah etc. 
 
In this regard Almighty Allah هلالج لج says in the Holy Qur'an: 
 

َُ يُكَل ُِفَ َلَ ﴿ َ نَْفًسَا ٱلل َ   (٧٨286 –البقرة)  ﴾  ُۚوْسعَهَا إِل َ
 
“Allah does not burden any soul but to the extent of its 
capacity.” 
 

ِتََ َوعَِملُوا َ ءَامَنُوا َ َوٱل َِذيَنَ ﴿ ـٰ لَِح ـٰ َ نَْفًسا نُكَل ُِفَ َلَ ٱلص َ َـٰ ئَِكََ ُوْسعَهَٓا إِل َ ل ُبَ أُو  ـٰ َ فِيهَا ُهمَْ  ۖٱْلَْن َةَِ أَْصَح
لُِدونََ ـٰ   َ(٧٨42 –األعراف)  ﴾َخ

 
“And those who believe and do good deeds - Allah does not 
obligate anyone beyond his capacity - they are the people of 
Paradise; they shall remain there forever.” 
 
In fact, Allah Taʿāla has made the injunctions of the Shari'ah flexible and 
easy in every department of life. Leaves and concessions have been 
granted in every injunction keeping sickness, weakness, travel, and other 
human needs under consideration.  
According to Tafsir Al-Bahr Al-Muhit, when human beings were 
commanded to do good deeds, the likelihood existed that they might find 
this a little heavy on them since doing what is good and required, 
everywhere and under all conditions, was beyond one's capacity. 
Therefore, this doubt of theirs was removed through these words which 
ensure that the injunctions of Allah are given keeping in view the various 
stages of human lives and that they are appropriate to prevailing 
conditions in all circumstances, for all time and all places. With such 
comprehensive consideration working behind these injunctions acting 
according to them should not be difficult at all. (Maarif-ul-Quran) 
 
Allah هلالج لج adds furthermore: 
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يِنَ ِفَ عَلَيُْكمَْ َجعََلَ َومَا﴿   (٧٨78 –جاحَل)  ﴾جَ َحرََ ِمْنَ الِد 
 
“Allah did not impose any hardship on you in the religion.” 
 
It means that Allah Taʿāla has not imposed any hardship or difficulty upon 
humankind in matters of religion. So, if one is in full legal capacity to act 
upon then he obeys Allah هلالج لج’s and His Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) command will be 
rewarded fully with goods and will be successful in this world and the 
Hereafter. As for the one who disobeys Allah هلالج لج’s command and the 
Prophet’s (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) will be rewards fully with sins and will be doomed in this 
world and the Hereafter. 
 
It is clear from the Qur’an that none will be subjected beyond his capacity 
and Allah هلالج لج does not want to put upon his subjects undue hardship in 
their religion. 
 
We have also seen from Hadith that the pen is lifted as long as the person 
is in state of insanity or impairment of his cognitive brain functions. 
 
It is narrated by Sayyiduna ʿAli (رضي هللا عنه) that the Messenger of Allah 
 :said (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
 

ت هي قيظه  حهّتَّ  النَّائيمي  عهني  ثهالهثهة   عهن   ال قهلهمه  رهفيعه  ِّي  وهعهني  يهس  بَّ  حهّتَّ  الصَّبي   ال مهع تهوهي  وهعهني  يهشي
 ي هع قيله  حهّتَّ 

 
“The pen has been lifted from three; for the sleeping person until he 
awakens, for the boy until he becomes a young man and for the mentally 
insane until he regains sanity.” (Jamiʿ at-Tirmidhi, Hadith 1423) 
 
Moreover, it is narrated by Sayyiduna Anas (رضي هللا عنه) who said:  
 

 .التَّكهل في  عهني  ُنهيينها  ف هقهاله  عهمهره  عين ده  كهنَّا  قهاله 
 
“We were with ʿUmar, and he said: “We have been forbidden to undertake 
a difficult task beyond our capability””. (Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 7293) 
 
There is also another narration from Sayyiduna Abu Huraira (رضي هللا عنه) 
who reported the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) as saying: 
 

لهوكي  وهتههه  طهعهامههه  ليل مهم   يهطييقه  مها  إيلَّ  ال عهمهلي  مينه  يهكهلَّفه  وهله  وهكيس 
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“It is essential to feed the slave, clothe him (properly) and not burden him 
with work which is beyond his power (capacity).” (Sahih Muslim, Hadith 
1662) 
 
Finally, Imam Tāwūs ( رحمه هللا) narrated that he found some Companions 
 :as saying (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) of Allah's Messenger (رضي هللا عنهم)
 

 .  بيقهدهر ء  شي كهل  
“Everything is by measure.” 
 

  كهل    "  وسلم عليه هللا صلى اّللَّي  رهسهوله  قهاله  ي هقهوله  عهمهره  ب نه  اّللَّي  عهب ده  وهَسهيع ته  قهاله  
زه  حهّتَّ  بيقهدهر   ء  شي زه  ال كهي سه  أهوي  وهال كهي سه  ال عهج   . "  وهال عهج 

 
And he further said: “I heard Abdullah ibn 'Umar as saying that the 
Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: “There is a measure for everything even for 
incapacity and capability.” (Sahih Muslim, Hadith 2656) 
 
It appears clearly now that both Qur’an and Sunnah emphasize on the fact 
that one is not subjected beyond his capacity. A person who is subjected to 
cognitive and cerebral illness will become restricted is his legal capacity 
based on the above evidences. 
 
As such, the final verdict in regard to the legal capacity of a dementia 
patient will be judged based on: 

- His medical condition confirmed by an astute Muslim doctor 
specialized in Dementia (if possible). 

- His actual state in terms of performing his Islamic legal duties 
- An interview or observation of the patient 

 
This is a sensitive religious issue as a matter of fact a great responsibility 
lies upon the Darul Ifta. Thus, it is important for the family to let the 
scholars do their homework with due diligence and give them the required 
time to research. It is also advised to the scholars to meet the patient and 
consult the family and doctor as much as possible to fully grasp the 
patient’s condition before issuing any verdict. 
 
If the result of these conditions confirms that the patient is deranged in 
his cognitive capacity and not able to carry out his legal duties partially or 
totally then the Darul Ifta dealing this question may issue the legal verdict 
(i.e., Fatwa) to declare the impairment of the patient’s legal capacity either 
partially or completely, in shā Allah.  
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Conclusion 
 
All praise is to Allah Almighty, and peace be upon His Messenger Mohammad 
 His Blessed Family, His Noble Companions and all who followed the ,(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)
right path after them ( ضي هللا عنهمر ). 
 
By the grace of Allah Almighty, we have explained in this research paper the 
general background of Dementia and Alzheimer’s disease and its medical 
consequence to the patient and his family.  
Then, we went on providing the Islamic jurisprudence background on when a 
person is subjected to the law and when he is exempted. 
We also clearly established that the legal capacity of one person is at risk and 
impaired due to Dementia and its subtype, Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
The final verdict that naturally comes out of this research paper is the 
responsibility of the family to reach out to the local competent Darul Ifta to 
ask for a legal verdict (i.e., Fatwa) after having consulted the specialized 
Muslim doctor (if possible) and confirmed the diagnosis of the patient. In 
addition, it is important to describe the actual state of the patient and what he 
is in capacity to do and what he is not in capacity in terms of his Islamic legal 
duties such Salah, Zakat, etc. 
 
Then, based on the above evidences the Darul Ifta will be able to conclude 
easily and provide the appropriate verdict to the patient and thus ease the 
emotional weight of the family. Indeed, it is a great pain to see an obedient 
Muslim parent who prayed consistently during his life leaving out Salah or 
any other Islamic duties. 
 
Talking about the family’s emotional impact, it is important that the Darul 
Ifta provides some guidance on the right conduct and behavior to adopt with 
the suffering patient and provide counselling, if necessary, in shā Allah. 
 
As far as the family is concerned, it is essential to check their emotional and 
mental status when caring and caregiving to such dementia patient. They 
should not blame themselves nor others for that situation rather everything is 
happening under the decree and will of Allah هلالج لج. 
If one is overwhelmed, emotionally and mentally exhausted, then it is crucial 
to raise the hand and seek professional help.  
 
It is from the mercy to oneself and to the patient to stop giving care when one 
is not in the upright condition to do so. Indeed, supporting and caring is a 
positive and rewarding action, but it comes also with a load of challenge as 
such taking good care of oneself is indispensable. 
 
It is narrated by Sayyiduna Abu Huraira (رضي هللا عنه) that the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 
said, “Anyone who does not show mercy to our children nor 
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acknowledge the right of our old people is not one of us.” (al-Adab 
al-Mufrad, Hadith 353) 
 
Therefore, it is absolutely necessary to stay physically, mentally, and 
emotionally healthy. Hence, one will be in a better position to support the 
person with dementia. It can also help one to have a better relationship with 
these patients, in shā Allah. 
 
Last but not least, despite the legal verdict been issued, it is important that 
the family keeps reminding the patient with kindness and compassion the 
Kalimah Tayyibah and ask him to remain engaged in Zikr and reading Islamic 
reminder, so that if Allah wills, he will taste the Good finale (i.e., al-Husn al-
Khātimah). 
 
May Allah هلالج لج accept our efforts and endeavors! May Allah هلالج لج makes us from 
those who show mercy to our children and those who acknowledge the right 
of our old people! May Allah هلالج لج reward our teachers and show mercy to their 

teachers and all our forefathers in sciences! May Allah هلالج لج make this small 
contribution as a mean to get His infinite Mercy and Compassion and let us 
enter the Final Abode with the pious and closest of His servants!  
 

 ث آمي!  آمي، آمي
 

وصحبه رضوان   سيدان وحبيبنا وشفيعنا حممد بن عبد هللا وآله وصلى هللا على 
 واحلمد هلل رب العاملي.  أمجعيهللا تعاىل 
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Glossary 

Fiqh: it is means Islamic jurisprudence. 
Hadith: The Arabic word Hadith literally means ‘statement’ or 'talk'. In technical 

terms Hadith stands for the report of words and deeds, approval, or disapproval of 
the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). The word Sunnah is used synonymously with Hadith. 

Haj: it is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is the canonical pilgrimage that one 
Muslim should accomplish at least once in his lifetime if he fulfills the conditions. 

Kufr: act of rejection by in belief or action that will lead on to get out of the fold of 
Islam. 

Legal Capacity: القدرة and power under law of a person to occupy a particular status 
or relationship with another or to engage in a particular undertaking or 
transaction (Merriem-Webster). 

Neurons: are the longest cell in the human body. Neurons are a minor component 
of the nervous system; they are also known as nerve cells. Neurons are specialized 
cells designed to communicate information to other brain nerve cells, muscle, and 
gland cells. 

Obligee: a person to whom another is bound by contract or other legal procedure. 
In the Islamic jurisprudence, it is called al-Mukallaf. 

Salah: it is the Islamic canonical prayer. It is on the five pillar of Islam, and it 
consists of standing, bowing, and prostrating. There are five daily mandatory 
prayers. 

Sawm: it is one of the five pillars of Islam. It is the cononical fasting observed by 
Muslim during the month of Ramadan (the nineth month of Hijri calendar). 

Shirk: act of associating to Allah Almighty an equal in any form. 
Sunnah: means Hadith. See Hadith for definition. 
Zakah: it is the Islamic canonical alms-giving. It is one of the five pillars of Islam. 
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